
 We are retracing some of the key elements of the OT which help us understand the 
 need we (all people) have for a Savior.  It helps us appreciate more deeply the problem 
 we had and the awesome love of God to bring to us a child whose purpose was to save 
 all people through his sacrificial death and resurrection. 

 We will briefly look at some of those familiar stories with familiar characters to 
 remember again where we have been, come to know the Father more fully, and become 
 energized again to play out our own part in 
 this grand story  . 

 Consider again the pattern in creation. 

 ●  God speaks, 
 ●  it happens, stuff is made and 
 ●  it is good. 

 God said 

 ●  “Let there be” 
 ●  It was, and 
 ●  God said “It was good” 

 For humans the goodness of God was  instantly realized and experienced  .  Reading 
 again the creation account, there is little about the telling of that story where God said 
 “one day I will do this or that”  And then there is a time of anticipation of the fulfillment. 
 Instead that which is good is experienced then  , 

 What that would and could have been like (actually what it will one day be like)?  The 
 only instance of God projecting something in the future in the creation account is the 
 warning to Adam to not take that which was forbidden. 

 Genesis 2:17 (NRSV)  17  but of the tree of the knowledge  of good and evil you 
 shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you  shall die.” 

 I love imagining what that would have been like.  Faith and hope would have had a 
 different kind of meaning then. 

 God still is going to be about Goodness but it works itself out differently. 
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 Since humankind left the Garden of Eden we are in a condition that includes elements 
 of the goodness of creation. Humanity has the ability to participate in God's good 
 creation. 

 They (we) have the ability to choose and to seek and act in accordance with their 
 creator. But this condition also includes elements that are the effects of sin that has 
 entered into the world of all people. People find themselves in a condition and in an 
 existence that is not what was originally intended. And as we saw last week the effects 
 of sin seem to dominate the actions of humankind. 

 Murder, sexual immorality, pride, worship of things other than God, and the genuine 
 depravity of the mind seems to dominate all of people. They are in  need of rescue  . 
 People need rescue and don't even know they need rescue. People who are lost 
 unknowingly. People so often die spiritually and don't even know it. This is true today in 
 our society.  They need to be rescued  . And that is exactly what God is about to do. 

 God will rescue these people, all people because he loves all people. It is God's plan 
 throughout all of scripture to be this rescuer. He has this tremendous love for his 
 creation, particularly the human creation. But this part of creation has broken away from 
 him and they need to be rescued. They need to be brought back into good standing with 
 their creator. And that is exactly what God is about to do. 

 And what he is going to do he does through people. It seems it could be done so much 
 easier by just by complete Revelation, showing  people his perfection, his perfect light, 
 his complete holiness, absolute truth, supreme power, and the purest of love. 

 But that's not what he did. nor is it what he does today? Because if he did that there 
 would be no need for individual  choice, faith, and hope  , it seems there is another 
 economy God chooses to work in as he relates with  people, including us, which 
 depends upon those kinds of things - f  aith and  belief and trust  in things unprovable or 
 not completely knowable. Freedom to choose the all  powerful God, yet the same 
 freedom to choose to resist, reject, and rebel. 

 So he chooses to begin a process with a person he would form into a nation. It is by 
 Abram and Sarai (Abraham and Sarah) that he would begin to show himself and 
 challenge Abraham and his descendants Israel to share himself with the rest of the 
 world. God's plan of rescue involves the calling of one-man Abraham, who would father 
 the nation of Israel that would bring to us the religion that is monotheistic the religion of 
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 the Jewish people - Judaism whose center is the one God creator of the heavens and 
 the Earth. 

 From that Nation we come 
 to know our creator by the 
 ways in which he interacts 
 with his people, Israel. 
 What he requires of them 
 through the covenants that 
 he establishes with them 
 and with the laws he 
 commands them to obey. It 
 is through those that we 
 understand more clearly 
 his character and what it is he would have us do as  we live out our lives in him. 

 Ultimately from that nation Israel we would see that which is unseeable in him. It is 
 through that nation of Abraham, Israel that Jesus would come.  He is the image of the 
 invisible God  . It is by him that we ultimately understand his character. And it is through 
 him that this rescue plan that he began finds its completion 

 Genesis 12, 15, 17, Jeremiah 31:31-34, Luke 22: 14-20 

 Genesis 12:1–7 (NRSV)  The Call of Abram  (Acts 7:2–5)  12 
 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
 kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
 you.  2  I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, 
 and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  3  I 
 will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I 
 will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  4  So Abram went, as 
 the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

 Genesis 17:1–7 (NRSV)  The Sign of the Covenant  (Ex 
 12:43–13:2)  17  When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
 Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
 Almighty;  walk before me, and be blameles  s.  2  And I will 
 make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
 exceedingly numerous.”  3  Then Abram fell on his face; and 
 God said to him,  4  “As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
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 You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  5  No longer shall your name be 
 Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of  a 
 multitude of nations.  6  I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, 
 and kings shall come from you.  7  I will establish my covenant between me and you, and 
 your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting  covenant, to be 
 God to you and to your offspring after you. 

 But also to the future 

 Genesis 15:12–18 (NRSV)  12  As the sun was going down, 
 a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
 darkness descended upon him.  13  Then the Lord said to 
 Abram, “Know this for certain, that your offspring shall be 
 aliens in a land that is not theirs, and shall be slaves 
 there, and they shall be oppressed for four hundred years;  14  but I  will bring judgment on 
 the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with  great possessions. 

 God is still God as he was in Gen1 & 2. He spoke, It happened and it was Good. 

 Now he speaks about this 
 plan of a people and a 
 nation. It happens and it is 
 good.  The difference is that 
 this goodness is not 
 realized perfectly and 
 instantaneously.  It 
 requires a process 
 involving time, and hope, 
 and faith  . 

 Good speaks, and it's not 
 as perfectly direct was it would have been in Eden. Rather it's a voice to a person, a 
 dream, vision or through a prophet.  For  us it is most often through the  Bible. 

 Abraham encountered God and heard what he was about to do, then witnessed the 
 fulfillment of the promise as God did what he said he would do, make him into a great 
 nation.  He then could live a life of hope and faith by “  walk before me, and be 
 blameles  s”  looking forward to the climax of God fulfilling his promises. 

 God’s people throughout time look back to see AND REMEMBER what God said he 
 would do, verify that he did it, increasing their faith.  What they say they believe is 
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 validated by God doing what he said he would do, They look forward with increased 
 HOPE to the promises he has made for people in the future. 

 The couple in the picture would speak of their faith- “We are people of the God of 
 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, He delivered us from slaverey and brought us to the land he 
 said he would and has prospered us.  He has promised another deliverer a Messiah to 
 come once for all to rule.” 

 Similarly for us we look 
 back and remember What he 
 said 

 John 3:17 (NRSV)  17  “Indeed, 
 God did not send the Son into 
 the world to condemn the 
 world, but in order that the 
 world might be saved through 
 him. 

 John 3:16 (NRSV)  16  “For God 
 so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
 not perish but may have eternal life. 

 Matthew 17:22–23 (NRSV)  Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection  (Mk 
 9:30–32; Lk 9:43b—45)  22  As they were gathering in  Galilee, Jesus said to them,  “The 
 Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands,  23  and they will kill him, and on 
 the third day he will be raised.”  And they were greatly  distressed. 

 1 Peter 2:24 (NRSV)  24  He himself bore our sins in  his body on the cross, so that, free 
 from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his  wounds you have been healed. 

 What he will do 

 John 10:10 (NRSV)  10  The thief comes only to steal  and kill and destroy. I came that 
 they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 John 14:1–3 (NRSV)  Jesus the Way to the Father  14  “Do not let your hearts be 
 troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  2  In  my Father’s house there are many 
 dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told  you that I go to prepare a place for 
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 you?  3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, He, so that where I am, there you may be 
 also. 

 Isaiah 9:6–7 (KJV 1900)  6  And the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

 WHAT A PROMISE IN THAT LAST ONE AND HOW APPROPRIATE FOR OUR TIME. 
 WE LIVE IN A GREAT COUNTRY WITH A GREAT SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, YET 
 WHAT WE HAVE SEEN RECENTLY INCREASES OUR HOPE IN “THE 
 GOVERNMENT UPON HIS SHOULDERS”! 

 We look back and see what he said he would do and verify that he did do just that. This 
 validates what we  say  we believe and our faith increases.  We look forward to what he 
 said he will do with increased hope as our faith matures. 

 Consider what you are going to do this afternoon. 
 What is big on your plate this week? 
 What ways heavy on your to do list? 
 What is important to your right now? 

 What does any of that have to do with that (last slide)? 

 I pray “everything”! 
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