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There’s a baby coming! My daughter Jenna and son-in-law
Matt are expecting their first child around the first of the
year. It is exciting times as we wait for this new
addition to our family (This will be #11 for us - 14 if
you count all the dogs). Thirty years ago, Karla and

[ 'were expecting our first child. Jenna was bornin A
May and our lives changed as we became
parents. To be truthful, I can't remember a lot of the
details. I can't remember what the anticipation was
like as we waited for the coming of our child. Probably
a guy thing. I'm sure that when we experienced this, we
could not fully appreciate the magnitude of the event: what is was
like to be parents. With time we can appreciate things more, especially when we get to re-
experience them. Jenna and Matt chose to not learn the baby’s gender which adds to the
anticipation. The waiting and anticipating is real again. It is neat to see Jenna and Matt make
preparations for changes that are going to alter their life course forever. Do they ger that? Do they
fully know what a child will do to their lives? Who really does? I get it a little more this
time. Having watched my children become adults and seeing them begin their families, 1
appreciate the coming of a child more.

Similarly we wait for another child. We, as followers of Christ, are in this time of waiting. We
wait for Christmas to celebrate the coming of a child. What a great time, what wonderful events
that are all part of the many ways we celebrate Jesus’ birth. Just as we appreciate birth more each
time we get to experience it, we too appreciate more God’s gift to us each year when we celebrate
Christmas. We may ger it just a little bit more each year.

Regarding Christmas, I've been thinking about a statement that is credited to CS Lewis, “Jesus

didn’t come to make bad people good, but dead people live.” I'm gelting that a little bit more this

year. Why did God come as a helpless child? Not to make bad people good, or ok people better,

or to give meaning to life - all those he did and he still does. But his primary purpose was to “make

dead people live.” Without him breaking into this physical world, we are all spiritually dead.
Colossians 2:13-14 (NRSV) " And when you were dead in trespasses and the
uncircumeision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us
all our trespasses, !4 erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set
this aside, nailing it to the cross,

“God made you [and me] alive together with him”. That's why. I want to gef that more. [ want
us, Pleasant Chapel family, to get that more. He came to save, that’s why he is a savior. We are
SAVED FROM the penalty of sin and SAVED FOR the next advent when Jesus comes again.

['want to get that more, I want us to get that more, to get and embrace more fully our need
for this savior, to humbly bow with thankful hearts knowing more fully his love for us
pictured in that manger. But then we should act on this, to be who we are to be, found in
Christ, living out our lives energized and excited that we are known by God and that we
are his.

He came as a child so many years ago to save the world, he comes to you
and me today as our savior, and he will come again as king of kings.

ay you and yours have the best Christmas season,

g
! . )

(]

Joel



DECEMBER GREETERS

3 - Tammy S. & Julie
10 - Tom & Tammy T.
17 - Rachel & John
24 - John & Deloris
31 - Roger & Ellen

DECEMBER BIRTHIAYS ACCOLYTES - December

3 - Pauls
10 - Amicks

N

= Stephen Doliny

? ~ Robert Lk 17 - Hands
- Richard VanDuyn 24 —'Colglessers
4 - Sonny Henline 31 - maqgriusons
6 - Sue Grooms
- Jeri Johnson
8 - Diane Sherbahn
9 - Dale Law
= pact Whitskae JANUARY GREETERS 4y,
10 - John Rogers 2 (1
- Tom Nei % e ,
11 - Elizabeth Stocker 13 : iaii i Egﬂ;@a

15 - Maddie Haipelkild
- Andy Amick
- Makaihla Raichart
7 e 3111 Law
- Noelle Schlechty
18 - Rev. John Morris
- Dorotha Socuers

21 -~ John

i Anna
28 -« Phil ¢

Nicole

o

Qo

JANUARY ACCOLYTES

7 - Paul
21 - Sandra MacDonald 14 - A;?Css
22 - Grace Fairchild 51 . Héndc
= Kevin Beck 28 - Colclessers

23 - John Ww. Rogers
26 - Lily Avyers
28 - Rev. Johann Neethling

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

30 - Jim & Cynthia Chesterman



CALENDAR

December 3 - 12:00 noovn - luneh at Zion UMC, followed by singing of

Christmas Carols. Everyann qig invited.
December 9 - Brealktast with Santa EFrom 9:00 to 10:30 am. here at
Pleasant Chapel,
December 10 - Christmas Caroling - meet at the church at 1:30 pm.
December 13 - United Methodist Women at Jilj] Law's home at 1:00 pm.
December 23 - Christmas Eve.Service at 7:00 pm.

December 25 - Happy Birthday, Jesus

December 31 - Unhanging of the Greens after worship.,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

& 15, Big, thank you to each and every one that helped in .4
way with the tenderloin supper held here on November 11. 289 Pevple
were served and $1800.00 was turned over to the Lrustees,

A Community Thangggiving Service was held here at Pleasant
Chapel in the evening of November 19, A delicious turkey dinner
was enjoyed by all. An offering of $106.00 and also non-perishable

food items was collected for the Roanoke Food Pantry,

Sunday, Decg@ggi 3 - everyone i8 invited te Zion UMC for a
potato bake lunch. Pleasa bring a dish to share. Following the

lunch there will be sineing of Christmas music. This is sponsored
by our Cluster Group.

Saturday, December 9 - Breakfast with Samta from 9:00 o
10:30 am. in tHe fellowship hall here at Pleasant Chapel. Evaryone
is welcome.

panday, December 10 - We will be going Christmas Caroling!
Meet h=re at Pleasant Chapel at 1:3D Pm. to go sing Carols to
people in our neighborhood. Everyone and anyone is welcome and
e€ncouraged to take part.

Saturday, December 23 - Christmas Eve Service here at Pleasant
Chapel at 7:00 pm. Please plan to attend this special service,
Mailboxes - If you waant to give Christmas Cards to aAny of our

chuteh family, please Use our mailboxes. When you bring any cards,
Please sort thenm and put into each Persons mailbox.

Mission 8iving - Special offerings for missions from Pleasant
Chapel for the months of October, November and December are the
Roanoke Food Pantry and Bashor United Methodist Home for Youth at
Goshen, IN. When giving for these missions please write "Missions™"
in the memo on Your check or on the outside of the church envelope.
Make checks bpayable to Pleasant Chapel United Methodist Church.

The ggffee/Cook{g Table Each Sunday - If anyone has time to
furnish snacks on a Sunday morning in December, please sign up.
Thank you.




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to everyone that filled the "Operation Classroom
Boxes" to be delivered by Franklin Graham's organization to child
ren in countries in Europe, Africa and Asia. We prepared 19
boxes at Pleasant Chapel.

A newsletter from the Wabash Habitat for Humanity is on the
bulletin board. Anyone interested in helping with heip build-
ing projects is welcome and nesded .

thild - Care is now b2ing provided during the worship ser-
vice each Suuday for children up to any including first-grade
Also, if anyone is intérested in helping with the children on

any Sunday, please tall to Cory Aers

'ED METHODIST WOMEN

The Pleasant Chapel UMW met on Wednesday, November 15 at
1:00 pm. in the church sscial room.

President Jill Law opened the meeting by reading from
Jeremiah Chapter 31.

Roll call was answered by telling a "Thanksgiving Tradition"
we have. Minutes were read and approved. Treasurer's report
was given.

Cards were signed to send for 4nniversarie:s, birthdays,
get-well and to friends,

Announcements: A Community Thanksgiving Service will be
held at Pleasant Chapel on Sunday evening, November 26 at 6:00 pm
A meal will be served in the fell>wship hall. Al!l the ares
churches are invited., Everyone attending is asked to bring non-
perishable food items and an offering for the Roanoke Food Pantry

Program: Joann presented a program about Thanksgiving.
Jesus ate umeals with pPeople on many occassions. Some of Jesus
parables were taught when eating with people.

Delicious refreshmants were served to 6 ladies.

'

Have you ever thought about the two groups of people whom God
invited to visit the Christ child? They weredistinctly diffecent
from sach other. On the one hand, the shepherds were poor, near
the bottom of the social ladd2r, uneducated and unsophisticated.
On the other hand, the wise men werwn wealthy and respected,
intellectual, frum another racs and country.

The two groups %God invited could not have bennp more divers:. By
bringing both, God was seading us the message that Jesus is tha
Savior for everyone! Jassus came into our world to rescue al]
kinds of people: whether cich or poor, black or white, educated
or illiterate, sophisticated or ordinary - plus anybodv in
between,

¥




When Christmas carols have been stilled

And gifts are no longer new,
Will we keep Christmas in our hearts
With all the joys we knew?

Long after shepherds have gone back
To watching o'er their sheep,

Will we remember all year long
Peace and goodwill to keep,

Why have the Christmas spirit stay
For just one day a year,

When we could easily each day
Create goodwill and cheer?

Let’s keep that one star shining bright
As it did long ago . ..

By keeping love within our hearts

We keep His light aglow.

eciaa VALILiAme




December 9th, 2017

Pleasant Chapel UMC
880 E 1100 N

Roanoke, IN 46783

O\ M
Starts: 9:00am \ \/ /

Ends: 10:30am %
/\

Come and Join us for Breakfast with
Santa, crafts, and games!!!!




OFFERING & EXPENSE REPORT

PLEASANT CHAPEL

OCTORER 2017

2016 OPENING CHECKING BALANCE

TRANSFERS FROM SAVINGS
TRANSFERS TO SAVINGS

CHURCH OFFERING
COMMUNITY AID OFFERING
SPECIAL OFFERINGS

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
VBS OFFERING

BIRTHDAY OFFERING
TRAVELLER OFFERING
MEMORIAL OFFERING

TOTAL CFFERINGS

AVERAGE WEEKLY OFFERING
NEEDED EACH WEEK
OVERAGE OR DEFICIT

59,085, 94

PERCENT

SPENT

DOLLARS
REMAINING

SPECIALS PAID TO IC

TITHE /APPORTIONMENTS

$2,486.00
51

ASS. CHURCHES-BIBLES

BIBLE SCHOOL SUPPLIES

CUSTODIAN

GUEST MINISTER

INSURANCE PROPERTY

MISCELLANEQUS

OFFICE SUPPLIES

PASTOR'S COMPENSATION

PASTOR'S EXPENSES

PLEASANT CHAPEL FOUND./Tru

SOCIAL SECURITY

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES

WORSHIP/EVANG. COMMITTEE

CHILDREN'S COMMITTEE

NON UMC Charities

umMw

CHURCH LIGHTS

CHURCH FUEL

TELEPHONE

KAREN'S CHRISTMAS FUND

UM MISSIONS

COMMUNITY AID FUND

SCHOLARSHIPS

AVERAGE WEEKLY EXPENSES

WEEK 13

BALANCE AS OF
SAVINGS ACCOUNT AS OF
SAVINGS ACCOUNT AS OF

OCT.
oCT.
DEC.

31, 2017
31, 2017
31, 2016

JOHN ROGERS, TREASURER
PASTOR'S COMPENSATION BREAKDOWN
HOUSING ALLOWANCE & -

GROSS WAGES
TOTAL COMPENSATION & 13,442.42

$13,442.42

Pretax



JOSEPH ENSMINGER CRAIN, president emeritus of the ¢ ‘ass County Historical Socie Y, was
bom in Montgomery County, Indiana, June 2,1844, and was Just a year old when his parents,
lames Harvey and Mary Elizabeth (Ensminger) Crain, moved to Cass County, Indiana. His
position as president of the Historical Society is well deserved. As a boy he was acquainted with
manv of the personal actors in the events which it has been the purpose of the Historical Society
unc r his leadership to preserve.

Mr. Crain's great-grandfather, Elihu Crain, Sr., was a soldier in the l‘?.c\-'uiulmmil'y war. Elihu
Crain, Jr., the grandfather, was born in New lersey, in 1775. On going west he first settled in
[Kentucky, then in Ohio. He was a brick maker and brick mason. and is credited with having
erected the first brick building in the City of Cincinnat; About 1800 he settled on a farm in
Warren County, Ohio. It was on that tarm that his son, James Harvey Cramn, was born August 27
I1809. Ten years later the family moved to Montgomery County, Indiana. There James H. C
grew to manhood and became a farmer and carpenter. In 1841 he married Mary Elizabeth

Ensminger and four years later they moved to Cass County, Indiana, and located on an
unimproved tract of land and opened a farm, where the subject of this sketch grew to manhood

Joseph E. Crain was a pupil in one of the rural schools of Cass County at the time of the ¢ vil
war and he left school to go into the Union army. He was in Company F of the 151st Indiana
Infantry. Shortly after his return from military service he married, October 19, 1865, Miss Sarah
Elenor Updegraff, and to them were born seven children: Edna Mary,Schuyler Colfax, Harriett
Ann, Rodney James, Charlotte Bell, Barton Keep and Horace Ensminger. During the first two
years after he was married he engaged in farming and then moved to Logansport, where he was
subsequently, until he retired from business, identified with the building trade, at first as 4
carpenter and contractor and eventually as an architect. Mr. Crain is one of the older architects of
the state. While in building work he studied architecture and from 1884 gave his undivided time
to the practice of that profession for thirty-two years.

Mr. Crain on January 1, 1917, was made governor of the Northwestern National soldiers' Home
at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. and served in that office three years and ten months. Since then he has
resumed his residence at Logansport. He is a Republican and has enjoyed several political
honors, having been elected county commissioner of Cass County in 1894 and a member of the
County Council in 1904, He has been a member of the Market Street Methodist Episcopal
Church since 1869 and for thirty years held the position of choir director and was a trustee for
forty years. He was a member of the Logansport G. A. R quartette and sang with it for thirty-two
years. He and Miss Sallie Horn, the accompanist, are the only members naow living. Since 1886
he has been a member of Logansport Post No. |.4. Grand Army of the Republic, two years
dq 4)&/2.{’7&,—/; (’5’ % I\é{_ﬂ/;_(/ L;()n'nnimdt:r, ten years quartermaster, twelve years éldjulzm{, and patriotic instructor, Dcpzlmncnl
. :

of Indiana G. A R. 1929-30. He became a Master Mason in 1901 and is affiliated with the Royal
Arch Chapter and is a past master of Tipton Lodge No. 33, and wrote the one hundred years
history of that Lodge, a book of four hundred and sixty pages.

Mrs. Crain passed away March 24, 1921, and of their three daughters, the eldest, Edna Mary,
married Edwin F. Martin, of Casg County, and she died January 3, 1926. They had five children:
Stanley Crain, deceased; Esther Fern, deceased: Joseph Edwin; Rachael Flenor. and lesse

Gitlbert. The two living daughters of Mr and Mrs Crain are: Harriett Ann, who married George

W. Shank, of Boonesbaoro, Maryland, ‘vho died January 2, 1931, and Charlotte Bell. The four
sons of Mr. and Mrs. Crain are living., schuyler Colfax. oof Tacoma, Washington. married
Harnett Wimer, of Winfield, Kansas, deceased. Rodiey James married Evelyn Cline, of
Rensselaer, Indiana, deceased, and their three children are: Donald Jay, David Allan and Geneva
Donald Jay married [sabel Brown, of [ opansport, and their four children are Donald John,
Richard James, Joseph Ensminger and George Allan. Genevd married Leroy F. Baker, ol
Logansport, and their one child is Beverly Jene. Barton Keep Crain married Elizabeth Pherson,
ot Logansport, and they have had four children: Chester William, who marmed Virginia Francis,
ot Indianapolis, Indiana: Frances Louise, who married Omer Zell, of Kokoemo, Indiana. whose
two children are Robert Nelson and f\’la:’y Ellen, Mary Elizabeth, who 15 not married; and Ralph
lames who died March 22,1930 Horace Ensminger Crain, of Portland, Oregon, married Elsa
Lauderholm of that city

Click here for photo



Pleasant Chapel United Methodist Church

880 E 1100 N

Roanoke, IN 46783
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December 9th, 2017

Pleasant Chapel UMC
880 E 1100 N

Roanoke, IN 46783

Starts: 9:00am A
Ends: 10:30am ﬁ

Come and Join us for Breakfast with
Santa, crafts, and games!!!!




